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Chapter 1.   Scope of application   

This Accreditation Specification RvA describes the rules for the use of RvA accreditation marks and the 

RvA logo. 

The rules are the same, regardless of whether the CAB chooses to use the accreditation mark as 

described in Article 2, or makes a textual reference as described in Article 3. 

Chapter 2.   Definitions and abbreviations  

The definitions from EN-ISO/IEC 17000 and RvA Policy Rule BR001 apply. 

Article 1. Abbreviations  

1.1 CAS: Conformity Assessment Scheme/Programme 

1.2 CAB: Conformity assessment body; 

1.3 CB:  Certification body.   

Chapter 3.   General rules for accreditation mark  

 

Article 2. Content of accreditation mark  

The accreditation mark consists of the RvA logo combined with the identification of the accredited 

activity (as indicated in Annex 1) and the registration number of the specific CAB. 

Article 3.  Equivalence to accreditation mark  

Textual references to an accredited status are considered equivalent to the use of the accreditation 

mark. Such textual references must include the registration number and the identification of the 

accredited activity, as well as the name of the RvA. 

Article 4.  Registration in Trademark register  

The RvA logo is registered under number 1009112 with the Benelux Trademark Register. The color 

scheme of the logo is specified below. 

Article 5.  Obtaining the accreditation mark  

The CAB can obtain a digital version of the relevant accreditation mark through its designated contact 

person at the RvA. 

Article 6.  Accreditation of multiple accreditation bodies  
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If a CAB holds multiple accreditations from different accreditation bodies for the same activities, and 

these bodies are signatories of the EA-MLA, IAF-MLA, or ILAC-MRA, the CAB must determine in 

advance under which accreditation the activities will be carried out and use the corresponding 

accreditation mark. 

Article 7.  Reporting misuse  

An accredited CAB that observes incorrect use or misuse of the accreditation mark or the RvA logo 

must inform the RvA. 

Article 8.  Written permission for other use of the accreditation mark  

Use of the accreditation mark on items not listed in this document is only permitted with prior written 

approval from the executive board of the RvA. 

Chapter 4.  Design of the accreditation mark  

Article 9.  Color scheme of the accreditation mark  

Text used within the accreditation mark under the logo shall be printed in blue (PMS 296) or black. The 

entire accreditation mark may also be in black or one color of the organization’s corporate identity. 

Details regarding the layout of an accreditation mark are given below. The ratio of the height of the logo 

to the height of the two lines of text should be approximately 3:2. 
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Article 10.  Maximum size of the accreditation mark  

The maximum height in which entire accreditation marks may be used on documents is 45 mm. Directly 

next to, above or below the mark of the accredited CAB, the accreditation mark may be depicted larger, 

but never larger or more conspicuous than the mark of the accredited organization. In determining the 

size of the accreditation mark used, the organization shall take into account the legibility and 

recognizability of the mark, the accredited activity contained therein and the integrated registration 

number. 

 

Article 11.  Multiple registrations  

For general use, a CAB holding accreditations for multiple registrations may use the RvA logo with the 

letters “RvA” below it; the registration numbers and identification of the accredited activity, as referred to 

in Annex 1, shall be placed next to the logo. The CAB has to put together this combined mark itself.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Dutch Accreditation Council  page 7 of 17 

ASR005-UK, version 1.0  effective date: 15-09-2025 

Chapter 5.  General rules for the accreditation mark  

Article 12.  Preventing misleading use  

Any possible misleading use must be avoided and accreditation must not be discredited.  

This means that it must be clear which entity is accredited and which activities are part of the scope 

of accreditation. To this end, it is permitted to refer to the annex to the accreditation statement as 

published on the RvA website. 

Article 13.  General rules for use  

The following general rules apply to the use: 

1. Each page of a document on which the accreditation mark is used must also have the mark, 

logo and/or name of the accredited CAB.  

2. The accreditation mark may not be used in conjunction with a mark, logo or name of another 

CAB. 

3. For the use of a general logo of a group of organizations / a concern, of which the accredited 

CAB is part, the rules of Article 30 also apply. 

Article 14.  Verifying use  of the accreditation mark 

The RvA is entitled to verify the use of the accreditation mark at any time. The CAB must cooperate with 

such verifications. 

Chapter 6.  Use on the final result of conformity assessment activities  

Article 15.  Use on final results  

1. Where, with respect to the accreditation mark, reference is made to reports, certificates or 

statements, this is understood to mean the media (physical and/or digital) through which or in 

which the CAB presents the final results of its conformity assessment activities. The relevant 

standard for accreditation defines the method of presentation of the final result.  

2. If the relevant standard has the option that a negative decision on issuing the certificate, report 

or statement is taken, the accreditation mark must be attached to that negative decision. 

Article 16.  Activities under accreditation  

1. For conformity assessment activities that are part of the scope of the CABs RvA accreditation, 

the final result of the activity (see Article 15) must display the accreditation mark, from the 

moment the organization is accredited for the specific work. 
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2. The accreditation mark may only be used on reports, certificates or statements containing final 

results of activities carried out by the relevant CAB under RvA accreditation.  

3. The obligation of the first paragraph of this article does not apply if it has been explicitly agreed 

between the CAB and the client, and recorded in a documented contract, that the activities are 

performed outside the scope of accreditation. There should be no ambiguity that in that case the 

results are also not issued under the EA-MLA, IAF-MLA or ILAC-MRA. 

4. For CB’s, the option described in the third paragraph is not allowed. 

5. For validation/verification bodies, as of October 17, 2027, the option described in the third 

paragraph is no longer allowed. 

6. When a client of an accredited CAB has an activity performed by this CAB for which 

accreditation is required, by law or due to other contractual obligations, the third paragraph of 

this article is not allowed. 

7. An exception to the obligation of the first paragraph of this article is possible only if relevant 

legal requirements prohibit the use of the accreditation mark, for example through 

governmentally prescribed templates. 

Article 17.  Use from date of accreditation  

1. The application of the accreditation mark for activities carried out before the date of granting 

accreditation for those specific activities, is not allowed by the RvA. 

2. In special cases, the Executive Board of the RvA may give explicit written permission to deviate 

from paragraph 1. The following conditions shall apply in that case: 

a. The RvA has witnessed or observed the relevant activity in the context of obtaining 

accreditation for that activity, or, as applicable, in the context of lifting the temporary 

accreditation under restricting conditions, for the relevant client of the CAB and, in doing 

so, has not found any non-conformities that, in the opinion of the RvA, cast doubt on the 

reliability of the activities, and;  

b. The RvA has not identified any non-conformities in the review of system procedures and 

records for the relevant activity that, in the RvA's judgment, cast doubt on the reliability of 

the activities, and;  

c. The documents (see Article 15) issued after the accreditation is granted or after the 

conversion of the temporary accreditation under restrictive conditions into a regular 

accreditation on the basis of a review and/or decision that took place after the (regular) 

accreditation was granted.  
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Article 18.  Additional condition for certification bodies  

1. After obtaining (an extension of) accreditation for a scope, the CB must make the 

transition to accredited certificates within one year after the decision to (extend) 

accreditation for issued unaccredited certificates.  

2. Certificates relating to activities that were carried out before the date of granting the 

accreditation and that the RvA did not witness as  Article 17 intended, may not be issued 

automatically with an accreditation mark.   

3. In any case, the CB must carry out a new review and decision-making of the certificates issued 

outside accreditation. The date of issue of the certificate issued under accreditation cannot be 

earlier than the date of decision in the preceding sentence.  

4. If there are non-conformities in the accreditation assessment for the activity on the scope in 

question, the CB must determine whether additional actions are needed to be able to issue 

certificates under accreditation. The Lead Assessor takes the implementation of the intended 

actions into account in the completion of the accreditation assessment.  

Article 19. Outsourcing of conformity assessment activities  

If outsourcing is involved, the results of outsourcing should be reported in one of the following ways: 

1. CAB A may provide the final result (see Article 15) of CAB B directly to A's client as a separate 

document.  

2. CAB A may adopt or add the final results of CAB B in its own final result, making it clear that 

CAB B's results were not performed under CAB A's accreditation.  

Chapter 7.  Rules for communication media  

Article 20.  Digital and physical media  

Accredited CABs may use the accreditation mark on digital or physical communication media such as 

letters, quotations, offer letters, promotional materials, website, etc. under the conditions specified in 

this chapter: 

1. Any possible misleading must be avoided. See Article 12. 

2. The accreditation mark shall never be larger or more conspicuous than the organizations own 

logo, the indication of the name of the organization and, where applicable, the logo of the 

accredited CAB. 
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3. CABs that hold accreditations from the RvA for multiple standards may use on promotional 

materials the accreditation marks combined or choose to use the combined RvA mark, as 

described in Article 11. 

Article 21.  Use on vehicles  

Accredited CABs may use the accreditation mark on vehicles, subject to explicit written permission from 

the Executive Board of the RvA, provided they are used for accredited activities. Again, the 

accreditation mark may only be used in combination with the logo or name of the accredited CAB, 

whereby the accreditation mark may never be larger or more conspicuous than the logo of the 

accredited CAB. 

Article 22.  No RvA statement on object of assessment  

In no way shall an accredited CAB suggest that:  

1. the RvA has approved an object of conformity assessment, such as an instrument, product, 

system or person; 

2. the related activity under the accreditation standard (certification, inspection, calibration, testing, 

etc.) has been performed by the RvA. 

Article 23.  Labels or stickers  

The accreditation mark on a label or sticker is not mandatory if, in addition to its reporting of the final 

result under Article 15, a CAB attaches it to an item on which it has performed the conformity 

assessment activity. 

Chapter 8.   Use of certification mark in combination with accreditation 

   mark  

Article 24.  Use by certificate holders  

The clients of accredited CB for management systems or for products, processes or services 

(hereinafter products) may use the accreditation mark in combination with the certification mark of the 

respective CAB under the conditions given in this paragraph.  

For accredited certification of persons, the certification bodies may not authorize persons or their 

employers to use the accreditation mark. 

Article 25.  Use certification mark and accreditation mark for management systems   

   certification  

An accredited CAB for certification of management systems may authorize certificate holders to use the 

relevant accreditation mark in combination with the certification mark on letters and on other documents 
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relating to activities for which these organizations are certified under RvA accreditation. The CB may 

also authorize certificate holders to use the combined accreditation mark (see Article 6) if these 

certificate holders are certified against multiple standards/CAS covered by the different registrations in 

the combined accreditation mark. 

Excluded is the use of the accreditation mark: 

1. on reports and certificates of certified calibration, testing and medical laboratories, PT providers, 

biobanks, producers of reference materials and inspection bodies; 

2. on products or packaging of products or on related products (see also EN-ISO/IEC 17021-1 for 

requirements on the use of certification marks). 

Article 26.  IAF CertSearch and management system certification   

For reference to IAF CertSearch, the following rules apply:  

1. The IAF CertSearch mark may be used as a digital mark on the certification body's website 

insofar as there are accredited management system activities and the certification body 

participates in the database. 

2. The IAF CertSearch mark may not be used as a physical mark on (promotional) materials such 

as stationery, business cards or advertisements and it may not be used on products. 

3. Certification bodies must lay down the conditions for the proper use of the IAF CertSearch mark 

in the agreement with their (potential) certificate holders and supervise the use of the IAF 

CertSearch mark. 

4. The IAF CertSearch mark may not be used separately from its dynamic code that links topically 

to the IAF CERTSEARCH database. 

5. Use of the IAF CertSearch mark must be in accordance with the current version of IAF PL 9 

“General Principles For The Use Of The IAF Certsearch Mark”.  

Article 27.  Use of certification mark and accreditation mark for product certification  

A CAB accredited for product certification may authorize a certificate holder to attach the accreditation 

mark, in combination with the certification mark, to the product or product packaging, if these products 

have been certified by the CAB within the accredited scope. 

The accredited certification body may authorize a certificate holder to use the accreditation mark in 

combination with the certification mark on letters and on other documents relating to products of this 

manufacturer certified under RvA accreditation. 

Excluded is the use of the accreditation mark: 
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1. in reports and certificates of certified calibration, testing and medical laboratories, PT providers, 

biobanks, producers of reference materials and inspection bodies; 

2. on business cards of personnel of the certificate holder. 

Article 28. Suggestion of accreditation by certificate holder not permitted  

If the certificate holder uses the accreditation mark in accordance with Article 25 or Article 27, it must be 

used immediately next to, above or below the certification mark and must in no case be displayed more 

conspicuously than the certification mark. In no way may it be suggested that a certificate holder is 

accredited by the RvA.  

The certification body is held responsible for this kind of misuse. 

Chapter 9.   Multisite accreditation, part of larger organization and 

   partnerships  

Article 29. Accreditation mark in relation to multisite accreditation  

When an organization has multisite accreditation, the accreditation mark may be used only if all 

activities related to the result for which the accreditation mark is used have taken place at or managed 

from site locations listed in the annex to the accreditation statement. 

Documents marked with the RvA accreditation mark, issued under multisite accreditation must contain 

the name and address of the headquarters of the accredited legal entity, without the name or logo of the 

local branch. However, the contact information of the local branch may be mentioned in these 

documents. The documents issued must not cast doubt on which CAB is accredited by the RvA. 

If a general document refers to accreditation by the RvA and not all of the organization's branch 

locations are part of the multisite accreditation, then the document must explicitly state, in proximity to 

the reference to the RvA, which branch locations are part of the multisite accreditation. 

Article 30. Part of larger organization  

If a part of a group of organizations is accredited, only the part of the group (for example, a CAB 

belonging to a holding company with several companies) that is accredited by the RvA may use the 

accreditation mark. There should be no ambiguity as to which part of the group is accredited by the 

RvA. 

If a joint document is published with reference to accreditation by the RvA, then this document must 

explicitly mention, in close proximity to the reference to the RvA, the accredited branches / the 

accredited organizational unit. 

The use of a generic logo of the group of organizations on documents bearing the accreditation mark is 

permitted provided it is clear that these documents were issued by the accredited entity. 



 

 

 

Dutch Accreditation Council  page 13 of 17 

ASR005-UK, version 1.0  effective date: 15-09-2025 

Article 31. Partnerships  

CABs accredited by the RvA may jointly use the respective logos or names in combination with an 

accreditation mark under the following conditions in the context of mutual partnerships: 

CABs are accredited for the field of work for which the accreditation mark used is valid. 

The CABs have entered into an agreement among themselves outlining the terms of use of each other's 

logos and accreditation mark(s). 

Responsibility for the activities whose results are published with the combined logos and/or names 

under accreditation must be unambiguously evident from the documents on which these logos, names 

and accreditation mark(s) are used. 

Chapter 10.   Reference to IAF-MLA, ILAC-MRA and EA-MLA 

Article 32. Reference to multilateral agreements  

1. Accredited CABs may refer to the Multilateral Agreements (designated MLA and MRA) to the 

extent that  

a. the RvA is a signatory to the relevant MLA for the relevant activity, and  

b. the documents relate to activities within the scope of accreditation 

2. The reference must then use one of the following phrases, or combination of phrases, directly 

below or next to the RvA accreditation mark: 

"The RvA is signatory to the EA MLA"; 

"The RvA is signatory to the ILAC MRA";  

"The RvA is signatory to the de IAF MLA". 

3. Foreign-language equivalents of these texts may also be used. 

The current status of these multilateral agreements and their scope for each AIF that has signed them is 

published on the EA (www.european-accreditatation.org), IAF (www.iaf.nu) and ILAC (www.ilac.org). 

Article 33. ILAC-MRA mark and IAF-MLA mark  

The RvA has entered into agreements with ILAC and IAF allowing the RvA to use the ILAC-MRA mark 

respectively the IAF-MLA mark in combination with the RvA accreditation mark. These agreements also 

give the RvA the right to allow RvA-accredited CABs to use this IAF-MLA and ILAC-MRA mark in 

combination with the RvA accreditation mark. 

http://www.european-accreditatation.org/
http://www.iaf.nu/
http://www.ilac.org/
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The IAF-MLA and ILAC-MRA marks may only be used for activities within the scope for which the RvA 

is a signatory to this MLA/MRA. 

Use of the IAF-MLA and ILAC-MRA marks must be in accordance with the applicable versions of IAF 

ML-2 “General Principles on the Use of the IAF MLA Mark” respectievelijk ILAC-R7 “Rules for the Use of 

the ILAC MRA Mark”. 

Chapter 11.  Transition arrangement  

For validation and verification bodies, there is a transition period until October 27, 2027 for Article 16 

parapraph 5. From that date, they will not be allowed to use the exception specified in the third 

paragraph. This is the implementation of the 2024 IAF and EA resolution. 

The entry into force of this document is 15 September 2025.  

Chapter 12.   Changes compared to previous version  

This is the first version of this document. Document RvA-VR003 is hereby withdrawn.  

The way of describing the conditions has been simplified, but the content of the procedure with regard 

to the accreditation mark has not changed. 

The substantive changes compared to VR003 are:  

Where the CAB makes use of the option referred to in Article 3, the name of the RvA shall also be 

indicated. This was not in VR003.  

Fout! Verwijzingsbron niet gevonden. explicitly states that the accreditation mark must be used on 

the final result of the activities carried out by the CAB. What that is, is stated in the different standards 

for accreditation. Paragraph 2 of that Article also makes explicit how the accreditation mark is to be 

used in the event of a negative decision.  

Added in Annex 1 is the accreditation mark for biobanks.  

In Article 18, the working method has been changed with regard to a CB, when issuing certificates 

under accreditation that were first issued outside accreditation. It is no longer the Executive Board of the 

RvA that has to give approval for this, the assessment takes place by the Lead Assessor of the relevant 

initial assessment or extension assessment. Where there are discrepancies during that assessment, the 

CB should identify the actions needed to issue the certificates under accreditation. This article also 

makes it explicit that the CB must have issued all previously issued under accreditation for a specific 

scheme within one (1) year of obtaining accreditation. This obligation is not new and follows from 

various IAF resolutions.  

Article 26 on the use of the CertSearch logo, specific to CBs of management systems, has been added.  
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Annex 1. Design specifications for the accreditation mark  

The table below gives the accreditation marks to be used. For “000” read the number of the CABs 

registration. 

Accreditation mark  
 

Explanation 

 

 

The accreditation mark for EN-ISO/IEC 17025-accredited testing 
laboratories. As the Dutch text for “TESTING”, “TESTEN” should be 
used. 
 

 

 

The accreditation mark for EN-ISO 15189-accredited medical 
laboratories. As the Dutch text for “TESTING”, “TESTEN” should be 
used. 

 

 

The accreditation mark for EN-ISO/IEC 17025-accredited calibration 
laboratories. As the Dutch text for “CALIBRATION”, “KALIBRATIE” 
should be used. 

 

 

 

 

 

The accreditation mark for EN-ISO/IEC 17020-accredited inspection 
bodies. As the Dutch text for “INSPECTION”, “INSPECTIE” should be 
used. 

 

 

The accreditation mark for EN-ISO/IEC 17043-accredited organizers of 
PT examinations. Also used for the Dutch text is "PROF. TESTING" is 
used. 
 

 

The accreditation mark for EN-ISO/IEC 17021-1-accredited certification 
bodies for the certification of management systems. "MGMT. SYS." is 
also used as Dutch text. 
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The accreditation mark for EN-ISO/IEC 17065 -accredited certification 
bodies for the certification of products, processes and services. As Dutch 
text for “PRODUCTS”, “PRODUCTEN” should be used. 

 

 

The accreditation mark for EN-ISO/IEC 17024-accredited certification 
bodies for the certification of persons. The Dutch text for “PERSONNEL” 
should be “PERSONEN” (by analogy with the term used in the Dutch 
standard). 
 

 

 

The accreditation mark for EN-ISO 17034-accredited manufacturers of 
reference materials. As Dutch text for “Reference Mat.” should be 
“Referentie Mat.” should be used. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The accreditation mark for EMAS verification bodies accredited on the 
basis of Regulation (EC) No. 1221/2009 and EN-ISO/IEC 17021-1. The 
Dutch text is the same as the English text. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The accreditation mark for EN-ISO/IEC 17029 accredited validation 
and/or verification bodies. As the Dutch text for “VERIFICATION”, 
“VERIFICATIE” should be used. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The accreditation mark for EN-ISO 20387 accredited biobanks. The 
Dutch text is the same as the English text.   

 


