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Chapter 1. Scope of application  

This Accreditation Specification RvA describes the conditions and procedure for multisite accreditation, 

an accreditation with more than one location on the annex to the accreditation declaration.  

Chapter 2. Definitions and abbreviations  

Articlel 1. Abbreviations  

CAB:  Conformity assessment body; 

NAB:  National accreditation body 

Articlel 2. Definitions  

In addition to the definitions in EN-ISO/IEC 17000 and the RvA Policy Rule BR001, the following 

definitions apply:  

1. Same organisation: Group of (legal) entities composed of a head office and locations connected to 

the registered legal entity on the basis of contractual or equivalent legal relationships, which 

operates under the same (commercial) name and the same logo; 

2. Responsibility for the accredited conformity assessment activities: Responsibility for the performance 

and outcome of accredited activities;; 

3. Same management system: Set of linked rules and procedures defined by the same management 

allowing this management to take responsibility for the accredited activities;  

4. Same management: The same set of persons or organisational entities (of the same organisation 

taking overall responsibility for the accredited activities;  

5. Multisite accreditation: Accreditation covering multiple locations of a CBI belonging to the same 

organisation. 

 

Chapter 3. Conditions multisite accreditation  

Articlel 3. Conditions multisite accreditation  

Accreditation to a CBI covering more than one location is only possible if all activities are under the 

responsibility of one accredited legal entity.  

The responsibility for the accredited conformity assessment activities should be demonstrated through 

contractual or other legal agreements between the accredited legal entity and the location(s). In 

addition, internal arrangements should be available at the location(s) that specify the relationships in 

terms of management and responsibility.  

The accredited CAB must demonstrate that it has control over the activities at all sites, that they are 

monitored and that the control and monitoring function correctly.  
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Articlel 4. Additional condition cross-border multisite accreditation  

If locations are located in a country other than where the accredited legal entity is located, those foreign 

establishment locations may also have a different legal entity. Then the different legal entities must be 

part of each other and part of the same organization.  

 

The accreditation declaration and the annex to the accreditation declaration shall mention only the legal 

entity that has ultimate responsibility for the accredited conformity assessment activities. All locations 

operate under the same management and the same management system.  

 

Local legal entities are not allowed to offer accredited activities to the local market under their own legal 

entity, as the local legal entity is not covered by the RvA-accreditation.  

 

Individual locations of the CAB may offer conformity assessment activities on the local market only on 

behalf of the accredited CAB. The certificates, declarations and reports issued shall contain only the 

name and address of the RvA-accredited legal entity, without reference to the name or logo of a local 

CAB. The offers, contracts, certificates and reports that are issued must not create confusion about the 

legal entity of the CAB that holds the RvA accreditation. 

Articlel 5. Responsibility for non-conformities  

A non-conformity at each location of a CAB accredited by the RvA is considered a non-conformity for 

which the head office of the RvA-accredited CAB is responsible. The RvA will decide on the next steps 

and closure with regard to such non-conformities.  

This also applies if an assessment is outsourced to a NAB as a cross border accreditation assessment.  

Articlel 6. Information contained in document EA-2/13  

More information on the application of the concepts in the definitions and in the previous articles can be 

found in the Appendix of document EA-2/13, available on the website https://european-

accreditation.org/.  

 

Chapter 4. Sample locations and witnessing  

Articlel 7. Sample of locations  

Samples of locations from which the CBI undertakes activities under accreditation are taken depending 

on, inter alia:  

- The nature and extent of the activities at those locations; 

- The extent to which these activities are supervised from the main location of the institution; 

- Scope and results of internal audits carried out by the main site at the site(s);  

- Whether the relevant foreign location has its own accreditation; 

- Reports about the CAB; 

- Relationships of a location with other organizations (for example, possible relationships with an 

advisory organization). 

https://european-accreditation.org/
https://european-accreditation.org/
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Articlel 8. Sample for witnessing  

Where a CAB carries out conformity assessment activities in one or more countries other than where 

the accredited CAB's is located, samples for witnessing are taken of those countries depending on, inter 

alia:  

- The nature and extent of the activities at those locations; 

- Reports about the CAB.; 

 

Chapter 5. Changes compared to previous version 

This is the first version of this document. The content of this document is based on the withdrawn policy 

rule RvA-BR007 and RvA-BR005.  

Chapter 6. Transitional arrangements  

This document shall enter into force on 15 September 2025. A transitional arrangement is not 

applicable.  

Chapter 7. References  
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